Attitudes toward genetic testing: gender, role, and discipline.
As a result of the Human Genome Project, genetic testing could result in the availability of detailed genetic information (presence of disease, genetic risk or predisposition to disease, and characteristics or traits) that can ultimately be used for healthcare-related decisions. This study explored whether gender, role, and professional discipline would influence attitudes toward genetic testing when making reproductive decisions, as interpreted by 2 roles--as a parent making decisions or as a professional giving advice. An original research instrument was administered to masters and doctoral genetics students, pediatric residents, and masters-level ministry students. Statistical analyses revealed that discipline strongly influenced decision making while gender rarely did. In addition, differences in attitudes were also found based on parental and professional roles.